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Why is equity important? 

 

Å Positive early outcomes and early school success are directly related to 

high school completion, postsecondary education, lifelong earning, and 

assets. 

Å Negative early outcomes and lack of school success increases likelihood 

of high-school drop out, unemployment, incarceration, and homelessness 

 

What gets in the way:  
Å Poverty  

Å Embedded racial inequities 

Å Systematic policies, practices, and stereotypes 
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King County is becoming more diverse:  
People of Color population up from 24% in 2000 
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These are the numbers we usually see.  They give 
us a distorted picture of our population.  It does 

not take into account age distributions and census 
undercounts.   
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Children under 6 in King County are more racial/ethincally diverse than the 
population as a whole. 

Includes 16% Hispanic of Any Race 

This graph begins to show the distortion of 
numbers in the previous slide.  That said it 
does not account for census undercounts.  



Group  2000-01 2011-12 Net Change 

Total Population  252,435 247,995 -4,440 

White  166,490  (66%) 122,878  (49.5%) -43,612 

Am Indian/Alaska  4,041  (2%) 2,357 (1%) -1,684 

Latino  19,154  (8%) 38,973  (16%) 19,819 

African American   24,185  (10%) 23,571 (9.5%) -614 

Asian Am/Pacific Is 37960  (15%) 43,424 (17.5%) 5,464 

Asian American 40,044  (16%) 

Pacific Islander 3,380  (1%) 

Poverty  63,816 (25%) 95,970 (39%) 32,154 

ELL 18,342 (7%) 25,610 (10%) 

 
7,268 

Source: OSPI 

Growth Of Youth of Color in King County Schools  

* Over 100% change 

If you were to count the 16, 790 biracial students in King 
County as students of color.  As of this year most of the 

students in our counties' schools are of color.   

 



Poverty Analysis Alone 

ÅPoverty is a strong predictor of stressors for 

children starting out in life. 

ÅChildren in families with low incomes are less 

likely to enter school well-prepared for success 

because of limited access to high quality 

child care, early education, and health care.   

ÅChildren in families with low incomes usually 

get less parental attention; and have more 

stressful family and neighborhood 

circumstances.  



Racial Equity Analysis (Poverty + Race)  
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ü According to Pew Research Center the median wealth of white households is 20 times that of 
black households and 18 times that of Hispanic households. That's the largest gap since the 
government began collecting the data a quarter of a century ago, and twice what it was before the 
start of the Great Recession. 
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 Racial Equity Analysis (Poverty + Race)  
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Spatial segregation 

Residential segregation of low-income families 

translates into: 

Ålimited access to safe play areas 

Åvulnerability to toxic environmental conditions 

Åunder-resourced schools 

Åinsufficient revenue bases for effective schooling 



Differential access to resources 

The utilization of available governmental supports is 
often higher for Whites than for other groups.  

 

Reasons include: 
ï language and cultural differences between the provider and potential 

user 

ï  mistrust of government systems or institutional providers 

ï lack of knowledge about available services and supports, and denial 
of coverage 

ï Immigration status  

 

 

Example: Mothersô access to prenatal care 
 



Differential access to resources 
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Consequences of unequal opportunity 
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Consequences of unequal opportunity 
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Consequences of unequal opportunity 
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Change in the Achievement/Opportunity 
Gap in Federal Way Schools since 1998  

4th Grade Reading 
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4th Grade Math 
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Change in the Achievement/Opportunity 
Gap in Seattle Schools since 2000 
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Change in the Achievement/Opportunity 
Gap in Bellevue Schools since 2000 
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Consequences of unequal opportunity 
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Class of 2010 King County Dropouts and Graduation Rates 
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Dropout rates vary by race and other demographic factors 
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Equality Equity 




